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AFTER THE LOVING REGENCY ROMANCE SUSPENSE
? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew
off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he
would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as
thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel,
one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace]
and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take
up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she
see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on
any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to
death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return
upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they
bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and
embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits
betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him
and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of
blame my censors never tire..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..Then they brought the
raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds
and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we
should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own
country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly
lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and
entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island,
diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame
and chiding bent;.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And
love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This
story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the
[promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of
the following day..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street,
that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As
he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand
there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat
and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in
quest whereof I am going about.'.I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin,
I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I
would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire,
and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price;
then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou
pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the
odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91)
and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the
gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took
shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will
say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with
Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have
gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy
matter.".Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay,
the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing
where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his
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beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the
ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and
good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these
deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it
rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Thy presence
honoureth us and we, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? It
had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..How long shall I thus question my
heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..? ? ? ? ? I
rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full
and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me
for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their
idols and her face for only Lord would know;.When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her,
'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What
aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out,
saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose
the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan,
who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.The Sixth Night of the Month."There was once a king
named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He
went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So
the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king,
'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of
thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou
shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil
from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had
never before pardoned any..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse,
he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a
notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due
and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted
in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing
horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the
great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by
this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..Accordingly, one night, when they were
alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in
himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some
one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but
summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou
Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king,
'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both
these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the
king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..A certain thief
was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither
companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in
flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When
he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he
aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day
on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth
of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and
foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred
and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to
his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he
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gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the
merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then said the sharper,
'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This
(49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and
generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity
of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou
hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged
between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and
this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the
merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me
away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and
Abou Nuwas dc.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this
old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth
he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the
dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and
said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand
dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught
of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall
I do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.Therewith King Shah Bekht
rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of
the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his
place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like,"
continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's
heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High
hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who
had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched
to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and
past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).So he sat down upon the throne of
the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and
continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the
treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee
nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.When it
was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These
he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they
came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast
to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where
they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and
day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him,
whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil
be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still
followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As
swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224.."There was once a man, a
merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it
not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own
country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one
whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at
half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower
and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while
have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a
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profit.'.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence
them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head
and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none
here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came
round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they
brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two
boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of
the summer, set in a winter's night..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of
jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I
have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have
gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou
have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this
affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she
said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she
was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with
child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as
security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her
with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent
from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the
woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..He found it every way
complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of
his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated
themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some
stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out
and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he
sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that
and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what
shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers,
called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster
nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her
charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth
Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.? ? ? ? ? But on no wise
was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard
and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute,
out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid
down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free,
he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When
the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required
her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and
how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my
comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with
confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will
assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his
colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the
matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".16. Uns el Wujoud and
the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O
excellent!.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.4. The Three Apples xix.The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the
queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how
came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby
he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst
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acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and
questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred
jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words
and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie
down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine
honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say
thus.".With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him,
"Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes,"
answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad;
and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting
Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in
the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an
end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand
[dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer
called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the
clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all
present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater
still the miseries of parting and its bane..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was
grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which
aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she
forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and
when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with
ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but
have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me
and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the
king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the
story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed,
he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he
should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he
answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my
estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom,
(109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired
to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had
fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest
and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we
returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what
wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing
with me.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..Then he bade set up for her a
tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and
it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her
the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the
Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and
I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said,
'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his
Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent
that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last,
how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif
and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el
Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath
despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the
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Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,
weeping..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from
her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the
scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my
fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied
him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ?
And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old
Man's Story vi.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three
sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and
they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of
her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis
came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the
day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would
reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,'
answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to
the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it
harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he
appointed to him [fresh] allowances..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.The
Twelfth Night of the Month..It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the
caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast
down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way.
Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the
other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a
hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide
thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when
he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my
love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast
thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will
have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and
almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord
Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper."
So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and
enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one
a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we
dropped down the river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat
and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou
art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away
and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all
that was in the pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ?
Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits
(like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and
love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and
breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was
extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and
said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out,
pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and
embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought
with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those
vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which
Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the
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like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed.
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