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? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..Then he returned to the youth and
said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O
my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted
the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him
and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him;
and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon
they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the
story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought
of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and
quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him,
as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes
told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I
cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for
her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on
condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.'
So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him,
wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.The folk of the quarter heard him
and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every
one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are!
To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she
was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied
she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in
love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the
Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..So they all arose and
repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not
be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the
queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this
favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent
well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O
my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on
the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I
lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied
(225) xiii.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King
Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have
it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she
said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they
repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..? ? ? ? ? r.
The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed
excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O
my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then
the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and
feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and
they washed their hands..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of
fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been
reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the
slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and
heard her say to her sister:).?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..When Sindbad the Sailor had
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made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred
mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the
porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and
occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his
seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared
lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and
going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged,
saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I
deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but
for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those
who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ?
Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.156. Khelifeh the
Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man,
if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address
myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in
our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto
folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding
public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto
slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop
of Honey dcccclxxxvi.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of
women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her
companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on
me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that
God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath
gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest;
so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst
guided be aright by their intent..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring
him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping
them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he
needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he
needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the
latter fed him not but half his fill.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story
of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return
from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence
and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont,
they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the
girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes
and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?'
and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed
the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her].
When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And
he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him,
'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.26.
Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.Endowed
with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..So she
arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to
last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my
due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to
an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff
and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch
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should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians'
burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not
Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end
of the night.When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his
affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he
meriteth.".Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and
problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them
also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king
to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's
contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he
upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears,
right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El
Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer
and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and
confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent
my heart for dole,.The Eleventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce,
impetuous in the fight,.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said,
with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they
drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were
twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art
presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over
them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head
and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the
land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..? ? ? ? ? And left me all
forlorn, to pine for languishment,.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself
with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back
with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.35. The Lover who feigned himself a
Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the
old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and
said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after
him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his
clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go,
carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear
that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".When the appointed day
arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez
Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when
the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their
secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of
women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know
that.O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city
and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of
whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in
amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said
to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will
put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle."
Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer,
where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah,
thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she
was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast
about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was
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exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of
ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she
said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ? ? Would God thou
knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and
comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put
out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed
her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in
my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down
into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes.
So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his
wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he
might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence
have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the
desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are
those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss
him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him
and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I
have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he
did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not
come.'.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.Now, by the ordinance of
God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of
merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of
brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled
be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves
took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should
rear him..As the version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the first two
hundred Nights and in the text of the Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete Calcutta
(1839-42) Edition (198) (which is, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text in the
translation of "The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether different
set of incidents, related nearly as in the old version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two voyages in question afforded by
the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being slightly less full.
It will be observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called Hindbad..So she sent for him
in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to
him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king
and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the
neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great
matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..Then she went away,
and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to
the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and
colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in
a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous
to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he
would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to
him..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold,
the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her
and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his
heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her
myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch,
"may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth
thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his
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knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her."
"O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not
to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened
by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and
I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to
his house, married her..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!'
Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came
up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the
kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the
world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.When the king
had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some
days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers
merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed
many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad
in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest
fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried
us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me
and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..Then she changed the measure and improvised the
following:.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..48. Haroun Er
Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii.
203..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".Then he wrote a
letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and
may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy
service and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal
and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the
king with the letter and a present..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates
and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.The Fourth Night of the Month.."O
father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King
Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in
marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her,
and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou
art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the
throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and
dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..Then he went on and
presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter
the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics
presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his
voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling
in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..So they made ready his affair and the king
conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the
[capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with
honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam
went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with
trouble and affright..Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm
thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king,
and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought
out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long
in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him
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and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose
and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his
hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in
most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So
the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he
was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl
whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of
the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but
they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they
laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and
taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).? ? ? ? ?
If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her
husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the
simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or
pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent
and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I
will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall
yet be mortified..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he
took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and
requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".The king
gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would
have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever
[of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to
her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he
answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and
sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee."
I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will
come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame
and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to
him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the
grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the
king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her
palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and
accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..A certain
singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of
the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she
answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire
of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger
brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready
for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..When the morning morrowed, the
draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and
heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on
account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by
thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this
be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from
thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him
what had passed..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Then
the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water
and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they
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cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the
kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts.
Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great
jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and
the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes
sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed
gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the
likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD.
(46).Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High,
trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of
jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the
people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was
clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then
he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of
their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of
which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi
Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23)
whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So
Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did
his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue
save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in
the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord,
tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning
it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not
whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode
walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old
Woman dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..? ? ? ? ?
c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her
in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do
thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God
shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to
thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry
her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and
betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and
ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day,
as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up
came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising
up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what
is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him,
"God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to
press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his
[house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated,
Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and
they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to
filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink
and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he
should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who
was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don
raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it
fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the
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waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..Officer's
Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art
thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then
said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we
fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture,
after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought
them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought
them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take,
eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about
upon the ground and laughing..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's
vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a
wanton, witless wight..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off
his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S
COMMANDMENT.
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