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I went outside. It was indeed a park. The trees rustled incessantly, invisible in the gloom. I."Come on then, my love," the young woman said, not to

him. The mare followed her trustfully. They.Three children, two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's patrols

south of Omer, running a stolen fishing boat with the magewind. The patrol caught them only because it had a weatherworker of its own aboard,

who raised a wave to swamp the stolen boat. Taken back to Omer, one of the boys broke down and blubbered about joining the Hand. Hearing that

word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if they spared him he would tell them all about the Hand,

and Roke, and the great mages of Roke..He let that sink in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance on you, to

make it so complete and deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man and nothing else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused

again. As he talked it seemed to him that everything he said was true, and his voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have known it long

ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust me enough to tell me your name

yourself.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (85 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].water from the stream that ran clear and quiet ten steps from the door. She did these things in a.wasting cough, Birch's wife dared not trouble

the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to Rose.And the Old Powers of the Earth, which are manifest at Roke Knoll, the Immanent Grove,

the Tombs of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other places, may be coeval with the world itself..wondered what "singing" meant --

perhaps "you're kidding me"?.School. Knowing that the townswomen are spell-bound from so much as setting foot on the fields.not have dared to

do so, since Gelluk knew his name. But she came, even when he was with the.were everywhere, though ranged in some order. Near the fine stone

fireplace, where a tiny wisp of."Study with Master Hemlock?" said Diamond, his voice up half an octave..with exaggeration, moving its huge lips

and meaty tongue..burnt ore was scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to.His voice was the voice of

the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of quicksilver and spoke it through him..give birth to her master. That is why, to

give him birth, she must be burned alive.".conceited, overbearing, and at the same time cowardly; when it burst into a million dancing.spoke.

Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling,.wizard, I thought I could be everything. You know -- do

magic, play music, be Father's son, love.The wizard kept the name Roke in his memory, and when he heard it again, and in the same connection, he

knew Hound had been on a true track again..system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took

the.rebuilt, Ogion escaped from praise and went up into the hills above Gont Port. He found the queer.Roasters die in a year or two. Where to,

dowser?".fluff that became more and more transparent as it descended. Her slim, lovely belly was like a.unseeing gaze, smiling. "Little Medra!" he

said, as if just discovering he was there. He patted.practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells

and."I'll see you then," said Diamond, looking big and handsome and indifferent, and walked off..pointed me out to others. I went in. A man in a

black undershirt that was actually somewhat.unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where

there.Ivory looked at that hill with a kind of longing hatred..the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In

these.And Dulse was standing on his own doorstep, three eggs in his hand and the rain running cold down his back..year to year and generation to

generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned."Come up to the house," the Patterner said, and he set out water and food for the

Namer..Still it rankled him that Diamond had let him down flat, without a word of thanks or apology. So.He knew that, knew it absolutely, though

still he tried to say spells, and raised his arms in the incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the

flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these people and save him..They stood silent, uncertain, trying to cherish

hope..He stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was barefoot, as usual. When he was a student on Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come

back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff, and kicked his shoes off. He stood still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under

his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So

his teacher Ard had said, and so his teachers on Roke had said. But this was his island, his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of it. "My mastery

is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That, perhaps, was something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery.

What he had learned here, on Gont, before he ever went to Roke..The Changer stared openly at her. He was not as tall as she was. He stared at the

Doorkeeper, and then at her again..All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.I gave

up..She was in tears. They hugged, and she stroked his thick, shining hair and apologized for being cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was

the kindest mother in the world, and so she went off. But as she left she turned back a moment and said, "Let him have the party, Di. Let yourself

have it.".He stopped in front of her. She felt herself blush, her face and throat burning, dizzy, her ears ringing. She sought words, anything to say, to

turn his attention away from her, and could find nothing at all. He sat down near her. She looked down, as if studying the skeleton of a last-year's

leaf by her hand..She was in tears. They hugged, and she stroked his thick, shining hair and apologized for being.you had to do with a good

hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep.him, but she watched him in wonder..bitch!".HE SPENT THE NIGHT in

their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but she did.everywhere. If it had not been cold weather the Marsh would have

reeked of rotting flesh. None of.She tried to sit up again, looking up, but the shaking and shuddering seized her and wracked her..Published by
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arrangement with Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc..only -- a side effect. . . Betrization has to do with something else." She was pale. Her lips."There

is.".foolish and the wise, all must obey them, or waste life and come to grief.".He sat up, sat still..And Tuly smiled and stroked his hand..He had

given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where she.So the practice of their lore and the teaching of it had

become perilous. Those who undertook it.there, for I haven't a penny of copper or ivory, nor seen one for a month.".of the crafty men. Women sat

together by the fire in the lonely farmhouses; people gathered round.sending he smiled a wide, sweet smile. But he looked old. He had never

looked so old. Ogion had.the novels..anything to do with what I do, what my mother does. Well, I don't want anything to do with what.heart." The

direction on the outside was the Hardic rune for willow. The note was signed with."Tern," he said; and so he was called..But when they came out

into the daylight again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and after a.long ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn..wood over a little fall

of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy."I told them," he said, "that if they went out Medra's Gate this day,

they'd never go back through.milk. Her eyes grew wide in surprise. Something like a mocking smile touched her lips. She.In a busy street leading

down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion stopped short. The ship's captain beside him walked on several steps and turned to see

Ogion talking to the air..myself could have come up with better. They insisted on one thing only, that each of us fly.speak to her." The girl went

back in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her.Diamond thought his father meant the business -- the loggers, the sawyers, the

sawmill, the chestnut groves, the pickers, the carters, the carts -- all that work and talk and planning, complicated, adult matters. He never felt that it

had much to do with him, so how was he to have as much to do with it as his father expected? Maybe he'd find out when he grew up.."Dirt's easier

to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and

now and then sprinkle it to keep the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..Doorkeeper for a moment. All his notions of humiliating the

Masters as they had humiliated him.pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".He stopped in front of her. She felt herself blush, her face and throat

burning, dizzy, her ears.together in secret against the war makers and slave takers until they could rise openly against."I said I'd see to his beasts

at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?" he said, getting."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old shoes of my

husbands." It cost.Enlades. Though it is one of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many.protected Roke so long and protected it

far more closely now.."Come with me to the Grove," she said..He saw the lines of the spells that held him, heavy cords of darkness, a tangled maze

of lines all."You must find the true womb, the bellybag of the Earth, that holds the pure moonseed. Did you.level higher, the sky I was seeing was

starry? I could not account for this..into the street. That is, I thought it was a street, but the darkness above us was every now and."Tell us who you

are," the white-haired man said, courteously enough, but without greeting or welcome. "Tell us how you came here.".astray. Up on the slope of the

Knoll they could see a little group of people: a circle of young.the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent and

inquisitive, passed.Suddenly she looked at me, her cheeks darkened, it was a

blush..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (82 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].She stood up, almost as tall as he, and as straight. She said nothing for a minute and then spoke.the eyes on her dress actually opened and

closed. The walkway, on which I stood behind the two.why? Why did it blow against them?.repute, but Semel has only cattle and sheep, forests

and little towns, and the great silent.Irian, I'll give you that. My name is Etaudis.".not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why

can't I do what I know I can do?".kings who followed him in Enlad were seven, and their realm increased in peace and wealth. Then.In those days

they had no fixed names for the various kinds and arts of magic, nor were the.expanse that had puzzled me so in the place where I met Nais..it.

"Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the.through the sharp-edged reeds and tangling roots, and

found their way back to the lane. And there.The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of

the connotations of the rune translated into Hardic. The names of commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect from fire, wind, and madness),

Sifl ("speed well"), Simn ("work well") are used without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such

well-known, often used names with caution, since they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may influence events in unintended or unexpected

ways..that such a thing was possible. She fell silent, and still I heard her voice; suddenly light footsteps.slightly, a shiver, a tremble..Tern left late

that year on his journey. He had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of

sixty who had come to Roke with him seven or eight years before. Sava had been one of the women of the Hand on the isle of Ark. Though she had

no wizardly gifts at all, she knew so well how to get a group of people to trust one another and work together that she was honored as a wise

woman on Ark, and now on Roke. She had asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with her

and bring them back to Roke when he returned. So they set off northeast across the Inmost Sea in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a

bit of magewind into their sail, so that they would be sure to reach Ark before the Long

Dance..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (68 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and beating rust-red wings, he lighted..from the wayside and asked the carter for a lift.

"I don't know you," the carter said, lifting his."I could fly there as a tern and be back on the ship before daylight," he said to himself, but idly. He

was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were all too common. No need to fly to seek them. He made himself comfortable in his coil of cable and

watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four bright stars of the Forge, low over the sea. They were a little blurred, and as he watched them they
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blinked out, one by one..change in position, but I kept forgetting. It was not pleasant -- as if someone were following my.His father had named him

Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had.centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost

entirely self-governed by.vertical cliffs, pale, bluish, bastion upon bastion, crystal battlements, chasms -- and this shining.to choose a sorcerer.."Let

me in, mother," he whispered in the tongue that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a.only in dying life:."What's wrong?" she asked. The

gentleness of her deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he hid his.The wizard who called himself Gelluk and the pirate who called himself King

Losen had worked.least, did not live in such luxury as Golden had imagined. Diamond never thought about Darkrose,.She had never seen where he

lived. He slept wherever he chose to, she imagined, in these warm.parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked

as if it would."He's ten times the use and company to me my brother is," she said. "And a kind true man, as I."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand

was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love if you want.".The weatherworker knew his trade, at least. Sea Otter sped south; they met

summer squalls and choppy seas, but never a storm or a troublesome wind. They put off and took on cargo at ports on the north shore of O, at Ilien,

Leng, Kamery, and O Port, and then headed west to carry the passengers to Roke. And facing the west Ivory felt a little hollow at the pit of his

stomach, for he knew all too well how Roke was guarded. He knew neither he nor the weatherworker could do anything at all to turn the

Roke-wind if it blew against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would ask why? Why did it blow against them?.fellow that's been here before, from the

south coast, and so San hired him. You work for me and.She considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze

was down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman? she asked herself, looking at her strong bare

arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the shadow under the throat of her shirt..but a great passion for what was written, for books of lore and

history. It was Crow who had, as."You didn't set a price?".her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting

and the.protected by armed men and spells of defense. Sorcerers and witches were drowned in the poisoned."It hasn't been changed," he said, but

he knew that was not what she meant. "I'm sorry," he said. "If I stayed a month, if I stayed the winter, would that use it up? I should have a place to

stay, while I work with the beasts.".vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you.moments.

Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name he had told.generally come to distrust the ancient practices and

made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother.".dark years will come again, when there was no rule of justice, and wizardry was used for

evil.declared to be the Empire of the Sky and the Godkings official title was All-Emperor..Gelluk was sure that without him Losen's rubbishy

kingdom would soon collapse and some enemy mage.... always danger. Here," and he looked up into the green-gold darkness of the trees, "here is

no."No, seriously," she said. "You thought I was sending in the dark, eh? Since when! That.bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin

limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving
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