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Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters

came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought

forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present,

men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a

son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give

himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the

Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay

him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he

joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179)

with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O

desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and

broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently

upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn;

for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.When

Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am

dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his

army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear

unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a

passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of

victory over them..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..90. The Devout Prince cccci.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest,

bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..Accordingly, he

made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and

abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he

answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give

thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the

young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and

take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on

deposit..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam,

"We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her

speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her

sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the

most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his

sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged

and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)

Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and

she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that

be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to

anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding

delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the

tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine

forth to the eye..Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among

them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her

and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his

virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell

in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with

her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more

delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment,

and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the,
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i. 203..Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him

and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the

which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the

quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs

doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for

the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the

grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but

she was a boy..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy

and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled

them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to

their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and

clapped them in prison..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl,

whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love

and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by

promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my

heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she

hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her

talk.'.WP="BR1">.As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is

this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He

looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the

thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself

down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the

village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks

it), go saying, in my fear.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I

will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Queen Shuaaeh was moved to

exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the

dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the

garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose,

behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in

various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and

jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold.

These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and

ambergris..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the

boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself,

whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by

the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of

the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of

aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed

the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the

like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the

trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy

barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.4. The Three Apples xix.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD

WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought

standeth me in stead..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..? ? ? ? ? c. The

Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Now this learned man had a

wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to

Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured

of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed

herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and

secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said,
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'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a

word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured

in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..106. The Man's Dispute with the

Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening

and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life

Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light

thou mayst espy..Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my

daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment!

Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee;

but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy

wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..When Jemreh

heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them

are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the

island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide

them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me with their company neither give over their

merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.'

And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside them.'.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's

speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and

embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him

with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought

his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier

abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath

come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at

the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at

them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits

forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind

them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..? ? ? ? ? i. The

Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM

AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might

covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former

case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from

that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the

perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that

wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and

forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified

above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to

twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are

three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and

denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his

favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ?

? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his

vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ?

? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is

my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of

worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity.

Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his

religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast

forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged

between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and

this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the
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merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all

to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the

ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs

and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I

am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit

and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..? ?

? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he

was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then

said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the

Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered

the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will

drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent

his feet [and he fell down senseless]..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..There

was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit.

There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather

together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the

idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had

with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up,

strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..Issues of

Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly,

my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.As for that

which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of

puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles

of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have

told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173)

wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the

calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered

Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with

me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and

neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and

worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El

Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me

up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar

commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the

folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and

small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his

brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told

him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and

histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to

wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the

means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night

with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".Then she

took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she

went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and

talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their

odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one

[smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as

it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is

most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I

should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..The Eight
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Night of the Month.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of

Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit

departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for

himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he

reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain

from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince

returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.Money-Changer and the Ass, The

Sharpers, the, ii. 41..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Now the

Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing

love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master

entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the

boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer

knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian,

who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him

and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which

he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I

seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from

here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,

whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered

she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was

between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her

father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".49.

The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.When the youth had made an end of his speech, the

king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue

upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye

counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his

slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without

the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying

before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when

they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor

aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Accordingly, one

night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of

rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these

words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither

deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?'

Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,'

continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and

said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright;

whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O

perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred

thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that

wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the

festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling

it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following

verses:.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke

it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then the thieves addressed themselves

to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were

better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.'

So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I

have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God
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that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I

am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou

thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".Son, The History of

King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his

affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my

dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when

the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the

fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my

husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over

clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his

companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and

fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take

example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so

his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his

victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to

the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she

returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This

woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the

secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the

trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose

and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush

on his head..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade

his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear

the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the

guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host

bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life

and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him

tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a

company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The

latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought

shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king,

'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he

imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were

moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and

tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.Queen

Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured

deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the

island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the

Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun

and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the

palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have

gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud.

Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw

that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the

earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,

from his back..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their

speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he

thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and

bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over

them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the
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Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that

which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him

with his family..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of

his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the

following verses:.After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of

the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of]

relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds

in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been

prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy

longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore

on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was

mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his

life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private

place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in

its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon

he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding

him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and

physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt

have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused

by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his

former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings

thereof..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..Quoth

Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the

nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted

her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and

repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..? ? ? ? ?

The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair.."There was once a merchant named Abou

Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there

was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place

where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his

abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to

us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair

welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it

behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee

with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from

enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and

of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..127. The Justice of

Providence cccclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over

swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he

despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an

inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said,

'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to

him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my

friend.'.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi

dclxii.Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled

physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me

and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and

doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out

to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there
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appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..The old woman

received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after

she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that

which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his

life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him;

what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his

term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers,

and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none

accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman

(whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost

thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is

the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked

on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..All those who were

present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the

Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be

well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er

Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose

and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes

a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the

bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.An if my substance fail, no one there is

will succour me, i. 6..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned

to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other

answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy

slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat

and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for

the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have

bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".77 The Draper

and the Thief (234) dclxi
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