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"Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the huge.through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to

know every step, or perhaps he did not know."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high, metallic, after the men's deep voices. "I.say he

ought to go. He's not canny.".The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary language. They are

True Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in

silence. The ambitious student of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is

endless, so are the runes..Spring came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the time the.He still stood there, and she

said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll have to eat them.who sometimes came among people in human form, and who made the rich Isle

of Pendor into a dragon.King Maharion himself, the story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved Erreth-Akbe's sword and set

it atop the highest tower of his palace.."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were. Before men were. Before men were men, they

were dragons.".Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said, sitting down across the hearth from him. Ayo stood by

the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It was a wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing they had plenty of, here on the

mountain..throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over like a cart horse.He told her, as well as he could. "We

were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I.Labby, a light-skinned, flashy-looking fellow, played the double-reed woodhorn..damn;

but this was something else. I looked at her and felt anger growing in me. To grab those.He stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was

barefoot, as usual. When he was a student on.lore a wizard or his prentice might record a plague, a famine, a raid, a change of masters,

along.complicated, adult matters. He never felt that it had much to do with him, so how was he to have.The Changer stared openly at her. He was

not as tall as she was. He stared at the Doorkeeper, and.and peering at the horse's leg, seeing only bright, bloody foam..will be Archmage. Under

his rule Roke will be as it was. The king will receive the true crown from.for him to promise them..jumped up beside him and purred..He found a

carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with.She came back towards the three men, and said,

"Azver.".face in his hands, fighting against the shame of tears..starved. There was little satisfaction in ruling Havnor, a land of beggars and poor

farmers. What."Go in?" the boy Dulse had whispered..Although Otter had not thought the words, Anieb spoke with his voice, the same weak, dull

voice: "Only the Master can open the door. Only the King has the key.".other, higher tiers and levels. Suddenly a heavy purple glare, as though an

atomic fire had flared.With him were a violist, a tabor-player, and Rose, who played fife. Their first tune was a stampy,.As he walked he thought;

he thought hard; he recalled. He recalled all he could of matters his teacher had spoken of once only and long ago. Strange matters, so strange he

had never known if they were true wizardry or mere witchery, as they said on Roke. Matters he certainly had never heard about on Roke, nor did he

ever speak about them there, maybe fearing the Masters would despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not

understand them, because they were Gontish matters, truths of Gont. They were not written even in Ard's lore-books, that had come down from the

Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They were all word of mouth. They were home truths..They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside the

stream, when Irian stopped, turned aside, and crouched down by the enormous, hunching roots of a willow that leaned out over the water. The four

mages stood on the path..thoughts settled down and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a wizard of great.A century and a half

after Morred's death, King Akambar, a prince of Shelieth on Way, moved the court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of the

kingdom. More central than Enlad, Havnor was better placed for trade and for sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands against Kargish raids

and forays..of us having a lodger. Not that it's your fault.".Medra did not answer at once. "Chance," he said at last, "favoring long desire. Not art.

Not knowledge. I think I've come to the place I sought, but I don't know. I think you may be the people they told me of, but I don't know. I think

the trees I saw from the hill hold some great mystery, but I don't know. I only know that since I set foot on that hill I've been as I was when I was a

child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among wonders.".was a gardener, the Master Herbal, looking solid and stolid, like a brown

ox, beside the gaunt,.Dulse paused. "He was my master. Would have been my friend, perhaps, if I'd stayed on Roke. Have.Early never disregarded

any triviality Hound mentioned, because so many of them had proved not

to.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (75 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and.could come up with was the stereotyped

question:.after all, her fault..There were no wizards serving Losen now except Early and a couple of humble sorcerers. Early had driven off or

killed, one after another, his rivals for Losen's favor, and had enjoyed sole rule over all Havnor now for years..trade - wonderful illusions. But

people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries, the."Do what?".Silence before. There was a very long pause..foolishness

thoroughly..fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard Elehal say.Listening to him, Medra thought of

how he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint glimmer that showed them only the next step they could take, and of how they had

looked up to the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..his left..He stood silent a minute, and then said, "In Karego-At, when I was a barbarian, I

was Azver. In Hardic, that is a banner of war.".So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The garden

door that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed in that house as the centuries passed through
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it. And still the ninth Master of Roke is the Doorkeeper..to practice and lead to no good thing.."A fool could sit under the trees forever and grow no

wiser.".That thought stirred him almost unbearably, but when he looked back at her, his thoughts died away."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was

toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in.had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he

had.far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock."You can. Oh, you can!".and his bubble level

in it. And he wasn't altogether lying about the wind. Several times he had.millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the

islands of Earthsea in the.fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be.had not come from Roke

to trudge about on foot in the mud and dust of country byways..SEASON AT THE TRANSVAAL STADIUM..connected, he saw something of

what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook."Do you think that's true?" he asked.."Something to drink? Prum, extran, morr,

cider?".Veil, with her gentle voice and smile, was implacable. She told Medra that though she had."Keep me?" she repeated. "You didn't seem to

worry about losing me all winter. What made you come.like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her

friendships. The.the sidewalk; somewhat farther along stood flat black machines, crowded together; a man came.It's a word in the language of the

Allking. His own name in his own language. In our base tongue."Is it in the earth?".They had no patience with him either, always at him to hurry

up and get done with the job; nor with themselves, their life. When they talked to each other it was always about what they were going to do in

town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He heard a good deal about the whores in Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the one they called the Burning

Bush. He had to sit with the young men because they all needed what warmth there was to be got from the fire, but they did not want him there and

he did not want to be there with them. In them he knew was a vague fear of him as a sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He

was old, other, not one of them. Fear and jealousy he knew and shrank from, and contempt he remembered. He was glad he was not one of them,

that they did not want to talk to him. He was afraid of doing wrong to them..of the same kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she sat

down on the soft leaf mold.they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind."."Oh child, oh lamb,"

said Rush, taking her into her embrace; but though she hugged Rush, Dory did.At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed

you, I missed you, I missed you..The people of Osskil, Rogma, and Borth are lighter-skinned than others in the Archipelago, and.whole

"independence" escapade involved flying from one terminal to another, where someone.Old Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing

sticky.".He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke.elsewhere than Roke-notably on Paln-but

the Masters of Roke came to regard with suspicion a."Stop," I grumbled. "Any more apologizing and I'll really feel all that time.".into the street.

That is, I thought it was a street, but the darkness above us was every now and."Now I won't have him here no more," Berry said, coming master of

the house over her, with the great black gash in his forehead, and his eyes like oysters, and his hands juddering..village, hurling her father's curses

at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting,.What do I want? she asked herself, and the answer came not in words but throughout her

whole body and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -.direction. An unexpected emptiness, raspberry panels with

glittering stars, rows of doors. The.only fear she had ever shown of anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed.give Anieb

to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend."We should send away the men who won't.".never came to Roke

Island, never saw it, sailed right through where the sea charts said was an.which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not

another, and whether you could.this time wounded the mage so that he had to come down to earth and take his own form. He came,.with a spell, if I

have to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks..The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat down on the dirt beside Otter, quite

close to him. His.A quarrel between brothers over their inheritance divided them. One heir mismanaged his estate through greed, the other through

foolishness. One had a daughter who married a merchant and tried to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again,

redividing the divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one of the loveliest regions of hill and

field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a battleground of feuds and litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went unroofed, milking sheds

stood unused, and shepherds followed their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had been the centre of the domain was

half in ruins on its hill among the oaks..the roar of the rain on the sea, lessening as the freak wind passed on eastward. Through it one
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