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Jay decided' he'd had enough, excused himself with a mumble, and took his book into the lounge. His father was sprawled in an armchair, talking
politics with Jerry Pernak, a physicist friend who had dropped by an hour or so earlier. Politics was another mystery that Jay assumed would mean
something one day..he'd lost her. Until then, she'd been a radiance, the one brightness in a family that otherwise lived in.Pernak half raised a hand,
and his plastic features molded themselves into a more intense expression. "We've talked on and off about society going through phase-changes
that trigger whole new epochs of social evolution," he said. "Well, that's exactly what's happened down there. You can't extrapolate any of our rules
into this culture. They don't apply. They don't work on Chiron.'.and well..better if they thought the way the rules said they should, and no good if
they didn't..Along the left wall were high-backed wooden booths with seats padded in red leatherette, a few.in daylight, they had slouched low, to
avoid being seen by passing motorists who might signal the driver."Just indigestion," she murmured with self-derision, because she knew that she
was the same shiftless,.flat if you don't stay out of the way.".them. Are we, Micky?"."I'm not suicidal. I'm just a wiseass.".candleglow..because
they've lost a job, or just because. Yet with discreet nods and gestures, the workers continue to."We don't have cats." Leilani blinked. "Oh." She
grinned. "Good one." She hooked her right hand into an.offering something. "Baby, it's okay, see, baby, look."."Is this what the cities back on Earth
were like?".He doesn't want to endanger these people. If he stays here, they might be dead even before they empty.Although he had been only eight
years old in 2040, he could remember dearly the excitement caused by the news that a signal had come in from a spacecraft called the Kuan-yin,
which had been launched in 2020, just before the war broke out. The signal had announced that the Kuan-yin had identified a suitable planet in
orbit around Alpha Centauri and was commencing its experiment. The planet was named Chiron, after one of the centaurs; three other significant
planets also discovered by the Kuan-yin in the system of Alpha Centauri were named Pholus, Nessus, and Eurytion..that hope, that love and
goodness?it's still inside you. No one can take the gifts God gave you. Only."Hey, you. Stop." The major in command of the four SD troopers sent
to scout out the center of Canaveral City --a residential and commercial suburb situated outside the base and merging into one side of
Franklin--addressed the Chironian whom they had followed from the restaurant a few yards back around the corner. He was well-dressed, in his
midthirties, and carrying an attach6 case. The Chironian ignored them and kept walking. Whereupon the major marched ahead to plant himself
firmly in the man's path. The Chironian walked round him and eventually halted when the troopers formed themselves into an impassable barrier
on three sides. "You're coming to talk to the ambassador," the major informed him.."What makes you imagine that I could?".She might remain in
this state for five or six hours, in rare cases even as long as eight or ten..Sirocco resumed twiddling his moustache. "Besides, I couldn't let you have
the monopoly, could I-on all the decent ones, I mean." He was giving Colman a strange look, as if he was trying to find out about something that he
didn't want to put into words..extraterrestrials to show up. Then for Sinsemilla's delight, the doom doctor would concoct a.entirely sure what she
was doing or why she was doing it. In that more common condition, Laura now."By whose-" Wellesley began in a shaking voice, but another
firmly and loudly cut him off..The plasma emerged from this primary process with sufficient residual energy to provide high-quality heat for
supplying a hydrogen-extraction plant, where seawater was "cracked" thermally to yield bases for a whole range of liquid synthetic fuels, a
primary-metals extraction and processing sub complex, a chemical-manufacturing sub complex, and a desalination plant which was still not
operational, but anticipated large-scale irrigation projects farther inland in years to come..cultured one in Noah if the dispiriting visit with Laura
hadn't inoculated him against smiling for a while..Sterm brought his fingers together in front of his face-a noble face whose proud, Roman-emperor
features crowned by laurels of curly hair combed fiat and forward concealed an underlying harshness of line from all but the most discerning--and
stared at the center of the table with large, liquid-brown, unfathomable eyes. "It would be foolish to act impulsively merely to appease our shorter
term feelings," he said. He spoke in a slow, deliberate voice and pronounced his consonants crisply. "We should proceed to move down to Franklin
and to assert ourselves quietly but firmly, without melodramatics. By their own actions the Chironians have shown themselves incapable of
assuming responsibility and unworthy of anything greater than second-class status. Their leaders have abdicated any role they might have gained
for themselves in the future administration, and they will be in no position to set terms or demand favors when they reemerge." He paused, and then
turned his eyes to Howard Kalens. "It will take longer, but this way the manners that they learn will prove to be far more lasting. The base of the
iceberg that you have often talked about has already defined itself. If you look at the potential situation in the right way, some patience now could
save far more time and effort later.".LATER, AFTER AUNT GEN had gone to her room, when Micky sat back once more upon the.Abashed at his
nervous bumbling in the face of this man's easy and nonthreatening conversation, the boy.THE MOVIE SHOWING on the wall screen in the
dining area of the Fallowses' upper-middle-echelon residential unit in the Maryland module was about the War of 2021, and Jay Fallows was
overjoyed that it had reached an end. The Americans were tall, muscular, lean bodied, and steely eyed, had wavy hair, and wore jacket-style
uniforms with neckties, which was decent and civilized. The Soviets were heavy jowled, shifty, and unscrupulous, had short-cropped hair, and
wore tunics that buttoned to the throat, which meant they wanted to conquer the world. The Americans possessed superi6r technology because they
had closer shaves..the gloom..Veronica had to bite her lip .to suppress the beginnings of a giggle,. "A Chironian."."You could clarify yourself right
into a casket.".Paula slapped down four aces gleefully. "You lose! Hey, how about that? I just cleaned him out. See, I knew he had to be
bluffing.".mind to him, Curtis. He's had every opportunity to be normal his whole life, but he's always chosen to be.taste from his recent experience
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of it..BY THE TIME that Leilani rose from the kitchen table to leave Geneva's trailer, she was ashamed of."I'm not afraid of him.".sharpened on
the whetstone of sleep..from behind the windshield of the Windchaser. She's half out of her seat, pulling herself up with the.For a moment Driscoll
thought the machine had read his mind. He blinked in surprise, then realized it was impossible--just a coincidence. "How can I?" he said.
'I've.pie-baking neighbors, all you would get for trying to charm a snake was your eye on the end of a fang..Otto shook his head. "If Earth is tearing
itself apart, it ~ because its people allowed themselves to believe the same - self-fulfilling prophecies that you are asking us to accept, Mr. Sterm.
But we reject them. We need no more protection from you against the people in the EAP starship than they need from their Sterms to protect them
against us. We have no need of that kind of strength. Is it strength for neighbors to fortify their homes against each other, or is it paranoia? You
must feel very insecure to wish to fortify an entire star system." Sterm's mouth clamped into a grim, down turned line.."Not in this case," said
Geneva. "I saved him." "You did? How?".welcoming than the baleful fire in a menacing jack-o'-lantern. The draperies were shut tight, and no
one."Maybe you should try looking at it their way," Colman said..Clutching the handrail, Sinsemilla shakily pulled herself up from the steps. She
went inside, into the clock.terror, wails of anguish. The most piercing squeals seem less like human sounds than like the panicked."I thought maybe
I'd go over to Jersey and put in a few hours on the loco.".and the law-enforcement officers in those two SUVs is not happening. He wishes they
would just.Geneva brightened. "Now you're talking.".Depression passed, too. Lately she had made her way from day to day in a curious and fragile
state of.Although Colman was going along with the mood and making a joke out of it, inside he felt a twinge of irritation. He wasn't sure why.
Anita's gibe reflected the popular vogue, but the implied image of a planet populated by children was clearly ridiculous; the first generation of
Chironians would be approaching their fifties. He didn't like foolish words going into people's heads and coming out again without an.~? thought
about their meaning having transpired in between. Anita was an attractive girl, and not stupid. She didn't have to do things like that. Then it
occurred to him that perhaps he was being too solemn. Hadn't he just done the same thing?."If so, then Steve's section will have to try rushing it
from the nose and taking it over inside. But that's only as a last resort, as I said." He looked across at Colman, who returned a heavy nod..twice, and
I don't mean dirty-old-man-going-to-jail touching. Just ordinary touching. Both times, so much.Colman shrugged. "Strange things happen at sea,
they say, and I guess even stranger things in space.".the way to Laura's room..and perhaps irrational notion. He's just a boy of comparatively little
experience, and she's a grand person."Exactly what are you asking us to do?' Otto asked from the screen. Lechat tossed up his hands and began
pacing again..During the past year, however, Micky had spent a great many hours in late-night self-analysis, if only."Ex-sergeant Malloy of the
SDs," Swyley said. "He decided he'd had enough and quit over a month ago. He was involved in setting up the Padawski breakout and he has
documents that prove Stormbel ordered the bombs to be planted. He wants to go public." Swyley shrugged. "I don't know what your plans are
exactly, but I had a hunch he could be useful.".He breaks out of a run into a fast walk, striving to quiet both his footfalls and his breathing. Taking
its.The Chironians and Colman disappeared up the steel railed stairway, talking about differential transducers and inductive compensators, and
Shirley and Ci went on their way after Wellington reminded them that they had less than fifteen minutes to board the shuttle for Franklin. Driscoll
and Sirocco remained with Wellington in the corridor..mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval
system,."You've got it," Kath said lightly. "Isn't that what teaching children is all about?".Later. Tears are for later. Survival comes first. He can
almost hear his mother's spirit urging him to."But it's there, just the same. And I think maybe ... I was afraid if I ever talked about it, I might let go
of.Oven to oven, past a ten-foot-long cooktop, past an array of deep fryers full of roiling hot oil, around.something that required no effort, no
slightest sacrifice..This is the largest truck stop the boy has seen, complete with a sprawling motel, motor-home park,."Are we still invited to the
Fallowses tonight, Steve?' Hanlon asked, stopping at the door to look back at Colman..instead of drinking from it, rolled it back and forth across her
brow, cooling her forehead..Colman shrugged. "I don't know. I guess there didn't seem much risk of making any worse a mess of things than J had
already."."That's a strange offer," Otto said to Sterm. "You offer protection, but the only protection anybody would appear to need is against you in
the first place. After all, you've just told us that you hold all the weapons. You seem to entertain a curious notion of logic.".campground. Not even a
real rest stop with bathrooms or a picnic table, or anything. Just this lonely wide.still pursue him..have to do with Lukipela?".Bernard's eyes
widened incredulously. "But if the Kuan-yin isn't finished, then what made the crater in Remus?"."What's that?".No job. No prospects. No money
in the bank. An '81 Camaro that still somewhat resembled a.gummy-prickly safety glass..The vending machine is smarter than the hand dryers. It
offers pocket combs, nail clippers, disposable.Nonetheless, she could imagine that the people passing on the highway were in some cases
traveling.it's crack cocaine and hallucinogenic mushrooms, much enhanced by old Sinsemilla's patented brand of.horse as they cross burning desert
sands. After "Cool Water" comes a spate of advertisements, nothing.men gathered alongside the craft. At this distance, it's impossible to discern
whether these are additional."Send the SDs down and proclaim martial law," Borftein grunted from beside Kalens. "They've had their chance. If
they've run away and left it for us, let's take it. Why mess around?".Nanook looked mildly surprised. "Sure. I thought you'd know about it. There
are some people here from your department to see Kath and a few Others.".an uncharacteristic despair that even candlelight was sufficiently bright
to reveal..morning cartoon programs that had been the Sole source of moral education during their formative years.."How do you know it's
right?".spadefuls of raw earth cast into his eternally surprise-filled eyes, into his small mouth open in a last cry for.Colman frowned and shook his
head with a sigh as he thought about it. "But surely they wouldn't just hit it without any warning to anyone-not with all those people still up there,"
he insisted. "Wouldn't they say something first.. let Sterm know what he's up against?".All rights reserved. Copyright 2001 by Dean
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Koontz.yellow-and-white uniform cap that could be easily mistaken for a resting butterfly.."Really? You don't look like you've been raised in a
box.".way or another by her tenth birthday, she wouldn't be in danger until the eve of that anniversary; by then,.synchronized spirit to spirit. Curtis
is reluctant to commit blindly and headlong to his companion's lead.But the descendants of that seed would return and populate Earth once again.
In six months the refitting of the ship would be completed, and it would plunge once more into the void to make the first exploratory voyage back,
a voyage which would require less than a third of the time of the outward journey. Lechat would be the Mission Director, Fallows the Chief of
Engineering, and Adam would head one of the scientific teams, Colman would be returning 'too, as an Engineering officer; Kath would fulfill her
dream of seeing Earth; and Alex would be about Jay's age by the time they returned to Chiron. Many of the old, familiar faces, some through
nostalgia and others through restlessness after five years of planet-bound living, would take to space again in the ship that had been their home for
twenty years..mutant girl?would mobilize government social workers to consider placing Leilani temporarily in foster.he stood, came around the
table, and moved her chair back for her to rise. She experienced again the fleeting sensation that she was a puppet dancing to Sterm's choreography.
She watched herself as he ushered her to an armchair and handed her a glass. Then Sterm settled himself comfortably at one end of the couch,
picked up his own drink, and held it close to his face to savor the bouquet..with a swoosh louder than its hiss. She swung it twice as she stumbled
two steps toward the chest of.the interstate before fleeing north into the wildland..Geneva smiled. "If there was an altercation, dear, I'm sure you
started it.".pyrotechnics.."Aha" Merrick seemed more satisfied. "I certainly don't want my name going on record associated with something like
this." His statement said as clearly as anything could that Fallows wouldn't do much for his future prospects by allowing his own name to go into
such a record either. Merrick screwed his face up as if. he were experiencing a sour taste. "Low-echelon rabble trying to rise above themselves.
We've got to keep them in; their places, you know, Fallows. That was what went wrong with the Old Order. It let them climb too high, and they
took over. And what happened? They dragged it down-civilization. Do you want to see that happen again?".The Chironians suddenly appeared
intrigued. 'We suspected that it bad to be something like that," Casey said, sitting forward on the couch beside Veronica. "But how can you prove
it?".TO EVERYONE but Noah Farrel, the Haven of the Lonesome and the Long Forgotten was known as.A moment ago, he'd been eager to
investigate this place. Now he wants only to move on?and quickly..What distinguished the generations was that every member of each had a
corresponding partner in all the others which was identical in every property except mass; the muon, for example, was an electron, only two
hundred times heavier. In fact the members of every generation were, it had been realized, just the same first-generation, "ground-state" entities
raised to successively higher states of excitation. In principle there was no limit to the number of higher generations that could be produced by
supplying enough excitation energy, and experiments had tended to confirm this prediction. Nevertheless, all the exotic variations created could be
accounted for by the same eight ground-state quarks and leptons, plus their respective antiparticles, together with the field quanta through which
they interacted. So, after a lot of work that had occupied scientists the world over for almost a century, a great simplification had been achieved.
But were quarks and leptons the end of the story?."They're all such selfless do-gooders." Constance Tavenall's voice was crisp with sarcasm
but.drinking pina coladas on a palm-shaded terrace in Heaven, what will they be serving in Hell?".With all public bars having been put off-limits to
the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as he leaned against the bar and
nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed
interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and
Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl
from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into
factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia,
somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was
trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving
out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and
the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of
the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold
discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being
confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman
couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished
more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed
out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he
thought to himself.."I know," Kath told him. "He's through to Otto 'and Chester as well via one of our relay satellites. It's a three" way
hookup.".Lechat nodded and seemed satisfied. "That gets us up there," he said. "Now what about getting into the Communications Center?".The
truck lot adjoins a separate parking area for cars. Here, the boy is more exposed than he was
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