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TELEVISION BEYOND AND ACROSS THE IRON CURTAIN
Slowly rotating his raised hands before his eyes, as if he saw them young and supple-fingered, the magician described the amazing manipulations

that a master card mechanic could perform. Though he spoke without flash or filigree, he made these feats of skill sound more sorcerous than hares

from hats, doves from scarves, and blondes bisected by buzz saws..He stopped straining to see through the black room to the corner armchair. He

closed his eyes and tried to lull himself to sleep by summoning into his mind's eye a lovely but calculatedly monotonous scene of gentle waves

breaking on a moonlit shore..Paul shook his head. He presented a second picture of Perri, this one taken on Christmas Day, 1964, less than a month

before she died. She lay in her bed in the living room, her body shrunken, but her face so beautiful and alive..Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as

restful as he would have wished, for he often dreamed of walking in a wasteland. Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here

and there a monument of weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun. Sometimes, the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were

ridges of ice, revealed in the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape, he walked slowly, though he had the desire and the energy to

proceed faster. His frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..He couldn't remember

on what principle he'd considered firing Magusson. In spite of his faults, the attorney was highly competent.."Imagine me thinking you'd be gone,"

she said to Barty. "Your old mum is losing it. I never made a deal with Rumpelstiltskin, so there's nothing for him to collect.".Celestina looked out

a kitchen window and saw Agnes in the Lampion driveway, where the three-vehicle caravan was assembled. She was loading her station

wagon..Repressing a smirk, feigning a respectful solemnity, he dared to glance at Vanadium, but the detective stared into Naomi's grave as though

he hadn't heard the mockery-or, having heard it, didn't recognize it for what it was..He stopped for lunch at a restaurant with a spectacular view of

the Pacific, framed by massive pines.."Thanks, Sparky, but not tonight. I'm thinking of taking a look around downstairs if old Nine Toes isn't stuck

at home tonight with a case of paralytic bladder."."All right," Celestina said, "yes, of course." She could see no harm in humoring Phimie. "Angel.

Angel White. Now, you calm down, you relax, don't stress yourself.".Through nine months of quiet panic, however, Phimie grew less rational week

by week, resorting to reckless measures that endangered.Worried that tears would frighten Barty, that indulging in a few would result in a ruinous

flood, Agnes held back the salt tides. A mother's duty proved to be the stuff from which dams were built..Saturday morning, Paul made himself

useful by assisting Grace with food preparation and by setting out the plates, flatware, and glasses on the dining-room sideboard.."I'm a healer, not

a prosecutor. I'm not in the habit of making accusations,  especially not against my own patients.".To the phone, the police. No dial tone. Pointless

to rattle the disconnect switch. The line had been cut..In his light backpack, he carried one change of clothes, spare socks, candy bars, bottled water.

He planned his journeys to be in a town every nightfall, where he washed one set of clothes and donned the other..She got a can of soda, returned to

the table, and sat down as if finished with her explorations. "You're okay, Barty.".Friday, January 14, eight days after Joey's death, Agnes closed

the sofa bed, intending to sleep upstairs from now on. And for the first time, since coming home, she cooked dinner without resort to friends'.The

girl's appetite was sharp, even though the food was soft and bland. Soon, she slept..tasteful hint of it was on display; nothing about this beauty

could be called cheap..pride, his one great shining moment but also his sinful pride. Clubbed with the trophy first, fists later. And now, here,.He

paused, not sure how to proceed. He was not accustomed to writing letters to total strangers..Barty followed the movement of her hand, raised his

gaze to her eyes, hesitated, and then said questioningly, "No pie?".Missing windshield. Considering that the space was pinched by the crumpled

roof, however, and in light of Agnes's pregnancy and imminent second-stage labor, the severe contortions involved in this extraction  would be too

dangerous..Strangely, as sometimes happened in this room, his missing toe itched. There was no point in removing his shoe and sock to scratch the

stump, because that would provide no relief. Curiously, the itch was in the phantom toe itself, where it could never be scratched..Agnes hadn't

asked him to keep his strange feat a secret from his uncles. In truth, she had come home in such a curious state of mind that even as she'd worked

with Jacob to prepare dinner and even as she'd overseen Edom's setting of the table, she hesitated to tell them what had happened on the run from

Joey's grave to the station wagon. She fluctuated between guarded euphoria and fear bordering on panic, and she didn't trust herself to recount the

experience until she had taken more time to absorb it..Seraphim's child had been alive is long as Naomi had been dead, almost fifteen months. In

fifteen months, Junior should have located the little bastard and eliminated him..Because of the events regarding Barty and Angel back in January,

Celestina, Grace, and Wally were no longer displaced persons waiting to return to San Francisco. They had begun anew here in Bright Beach; and

judging by all indications, they were going to be as happy and as occupied with useful work as it was possible to be on this troubled side of the

grave.."I'm afraid you're wrong." When Tom opened his left hand, the palm lay as bare as that of a blind beggar in a country of thieves. Meanwhile,

his right hand had tightened into a fist again..The apartment had been furnished with only two padded folding chairs and a bare mattress in the

living room. The mattress was on the floor, without benefit of a bed frame or box springs..She dealt with them equally, too, favoring neither-except

in-the matter of pie delivery. On those rare occasions when she could not make these rounds herself and when she had no one to turn to but a

brother, Agnes always asked for Edom's help..This sight that might inspire celebration among sailors was denied to Barty, who rode in the backseat

with Agnes. Neither could he see how the crimson sky studied its painted face in the mirror of the ocean, nor how a burning blush shimmered on

the waves, nor how the veil of night slowly returned modesty to the heavens..In the Fairmont coffee shop, Junior ordered french fries, a

cheeseburger, and cole slaw. He requested that the burger be served cooked but unassembled: the halves of the bun turned face up, the meat pattie

television-beyond-and-across-the-iron-curtain.pdf

Page 1/6



Television Beyond And Across The Iron Curtain

positioned separately on the plate, one slice each of tomato and onion arranged beside the pattie, and the slice of unmelted cheese on a separate

dish..Angel moved her hand to Barty's right eye, and again he didn't twitch with surprise when her fingers lightly touched his closed and sagging

lid. "I won't let you forget.".A Description of Earthsea.After moving all of a hundred feet, Celestina and Wally-with Grace fretting that someone

would be hurt-had torn down the high stave fence between properties, for theirs had become one family with many names: Lampion, White,

Lipscomb, Isaacson. When backyards were joined and a connecting walkway poured, Barty's travels from house to house were greatly simplified,

and regular visits by the Gonzalez, Damascus, and Vanadium branches of the clan were also facilitated..They wore out a lot of cards and kept a

generous supply of all types of decks on hand..When he killed the Bartholomew, this haunting would finally end, too. In Junior's mind, Vanadium

and Bartholomew were inextricably linked, because it was the maniac cop who first heard Junior calling out Bartholomew in his sleep. Did that

make sense? Well, it made more sense at some times than at others, but it always made a lot more sense than anything else. To be rid of the

dead-but-persistent detective, he must eliminate Bartholomew..The receptionist, Rebecca, had stayed late, just to keep company with Barty in the

waiting room. As she settled into a chair beside the boy, he asked her if she knew what gravity was on Mars, and when she confessed ignorance, he

said, "Only thirty-seven percent what it is here. You can really jump on Mars.".Although the girl was unable to articulate why she preferred not to

have her mother at her side, they all understood the tumult in. her heart. She couldn't bear to subject her gentle and proper mother to the shame and

embarrassment that she herself felt so keenly and that she imagined would grow intolerably worse in the hours or days ahead, until and even after

the birth.."Are you all right?" he asked as he opened the passenger's door and helped her into the car..As spectacularly busty as the not-yet-dead

Jayne Mansfield, Frieda never wore a bra. In 1966, this free-swinging style was little seen. Initially, Junior didn't realize bralessness was a

declaration of Frieda's liberation; he thought it meant she was a slut..Regardless of her other successes or failures as a parent, Agnes intended to

make certain that Barty never lacked hope, that meaning and purpose flowed through the boy as constantly as blood..Indeed, even the distinct

fragrance of pulp paper, yellow with age, was alone sufficient to start him fantasizing..The doors slid open, and they rolled Barty corridor to

corridor, past the scrub sinks, to a waiting surgical nurse in green cap, mask, and gown. She alone effected his transfer into the positive pressure of

the surgery..efficiency of a nurse, but as a courtesan might perform the task: smiling enticingly, a flirtatious glimmer in.Bartholomew had been able

to focus his eyes much sooner than the average baby was supposed to be able to focus. To a surprising extent, he was already engaged in the world

around him.."Nick," he suggested, as though any reason existed for her to be on a first-name basis with the man who killed her husband. "I wasn't

drinking. ".Thrusting his finger toward the table with each repetition of the word, Barty happily insisted, "Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".He

was so innocent. This sweet boy, this pure and stainless infant, couldn't possibly have an enemy in the world, and she could not imagine any son of

hers earning enemies, not if she raised him well. This was just a silly card reading..She worried that they would argue with her, and though she

knew that she was committed to her decision, she was afraid to have that commitment tested just yet..PZ7.L52I5 Tal 2001 [Fic]-dc21   

2001016554.Occasionally he woke in the night and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly

in his sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior discovered three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets, prepared to commit

homicide, he learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..Edom and Jacob came to dinner with Agnes every

evening. And though the past weighed heavily on them when they were under this roof, without fail they stayed long enough to wash the dishes

before fleeing back to their apartments over the garage..Writing came with reading, and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of

interest in the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he titled it, fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to

himself were enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by month, Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more

contemplative..With a thin hiss of disgust, Junior pulled away from the thing, whatever it was, withdrew the flashlight from his belt, and listened

intently for sounds in the alleyway. No voices. No footsteps. Only distant traffic noises so muffled that they sounded like the grunts and groans and

low menacing growls of foraging animals, displaced predators prowling the urban mist..Without using his flashlight, depending only on the moon,

he ascended through the cemetery to the service road..When the ophthalmologist saw her misery, his kind face softened further, and his pity

became palpable..He pushed on the door, but still it resisted, and he surprised himself by letting out a bellow of frustration that expressed quite the

opposite of self-control, though no one listening could have the slightest doubt about his determination to commit and command..Because Harrison,

with the best of intentions, had not wanted to open wounds, Cain could walk up to Celestina anywhere, anytime, and she wouldn't know that he

might have been her sister's rapist. To her, his face was that of any stranger..Three equally modest rooms opened off this lounge. Two housed

complete dental units, and the third provided cramped office space shared by the receptionist and the doctor..Some acts were distasteful, too, such

as searching the lunatic lawman for his car keys and his badge..Now the message ... Something about a hospital. Someone dying. A cerebral

hemorrhage..Scowling, Joey stared at the floor in puzzlement, shifted his weight from one foot to the other, sighed, turned his attention to the

ceiling, and shifted his weight again, for all the world like a trained bear that couldn't quite remember how to perform its next trick..Copyright (c)

1999 by Ursula K. Le Guin. "Dragonfly" first appeared in Legends..Although their apartments were above the garage, back to back, each was

served by a separate exterior staircase. As often as either man entered the other's domain, they might as well have lived hundreds of miles

apart..that he could not entirely analyze. Any amateur magician-indeed, anyone willing to practice enough hours, magician or not-could master  this

trick. It was mere skill, not sorcery. "What was your motive, Enoch?".The three of them, gathered around her in the quick, held fast to her, as if
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Death couldn't take what they refused to release.."Periodic violent emesis without an apparent cause can be one indication of locomotor ataxia, but

you've no other symptoms of it. I wouldn't worry about that unless this happens again."."Hasn't the sheriff's department already reached a

determination of accidental death?" Parkhurst asked. "They're good men, good cops, every last one of them," said Vanadiuin, "and if they've got

more pity in them than I do, that's a virtue, not a shortcoming. What could Mr. Cain have taken to make himself vomit?".A table candle glowed in

an amber glass. To Nolly, in this glimmering light, Kathleen's face was more radiant than the flame..Bartholomew might be a teenager living with

his parents or a dependent adult residing with family; if so, he wouldn't be revealed in this search, because the phone would not be listed in his

name. Or maybe the guy loathed his first name and never used it except in legal matters, going by his middle name, instead..After supper in a

roadside diner, Paul returned to his room and studied a tattered map of the western United States, the latest of several he'd worn out over the years.

Depending on the weather and the steepness of the terrain, he might be able to reach Spruce Hills, Oregon, in ten days..Junior was aware that all the

cops were watching him as he stared down at the body, and he frantically tried to think what an innocent husband would be likely to do or say, but

his imagination failed him. His thoughts could not be organized..Although he found Magusson's face sufficiently disturbing that he avoided looking

at it more than necessary, and though Magusson's bulging eyes were so moist with bitterness and with need that they inspired nightmares, Junior

shifted his gaze from his half-numb hands to his attorney. "Luck? I lost my wife. And my unborn baby.".For more than twenty-three years, he'd

given his big toe little consideration, had taken it for granted, had treated it with shameful neglect. Now this lower digit seemed precious, a

comparatively small fixture of flesh, but as important to his image of himself as his nose or either of his eyes..Perhaps the paramedic had given him

an injection, a sedative. the howling ambulance rocked along on this most momentous day, Junior Cain wept profoundly but quietly--and achieved

temporary peace in a dreamless sleep..Her name was Victoria Bressler, and she was an attractive blonde. She would never have been serious

competition For Naomi, because Naomi had been singularly stunning, but Naomi, after all, was gone..By Thursday, September 23, due to Junior's

accident and surgery, the draft board-which had reinstated his I -A status after he'd lost the exemption that had come with his former job as a

rehabilitation therapist-agreed to schedule a new physical examination in December..She protested that her ruined body had neither any comforts to

offer a man nor the strength to be a bride..Vanadium clearly spent a lot of time in the kitchen; it was the only room in the house that felt

comfortable and lived-in. Lots of culinary gadgets, appliances. Pots and pans hanging from a ceiling rack. A basket of onions, another of potatoes.

A grouping of bottles with colorful labels proved to be a collection of olive oils..of the deceased. This memorial was modest, neither large nor

complicated in design. Nevertheless, often the carvers in this line of business followed days after the morticians, because the stones to which they

applied their craft demanded more labor and less urgency than the cold bodies that rested under them.."You're better at concentrative meditation

without seed than anyone I've ever known, better than me. That's why you, especially, should never undertake a long session unsupervised,"

Chicane scolded. "At the very least, the very least, you should use your electronic meditation timer. I don't see it here, do I?".This night in Weott,

with the high solemn silence of the redwood forests out there now and waiting to embrace him in the morning, he slept without dreams..Nolly

shrugged. "He can't know for sure. And anyway, he didn't get the pushed idea until he'd already taken the case.".The Hackachaks had arrived

post-grief, brought to the hospital by the news that Junior had expressed distaste at the prospect of profiting from his wife's tragic fall. They knew

he had turned away Knacker, Hisscus and Nork..dent? You do believe that? Because I don't see ... I don't know how could work with someone who

thought I was capable of . . . ".Evidently, either Frank Sinatra was an enthusiasm that Victoria and the detective shared, or the nurse purchased

some of the crooner's records expressly for their dinner engagement..After following his uncle's movements, Barty looked at the table again. "Pie,

pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".obsessed with humanity's sorry penchant for destroying itself either by intention or ineptitude--491 suffocated and burned

alive on an evening meant for champagne and revelry.."I was twenty-three. At St. Anselmo's I was the prefect of one dormitory floor. The floor on

which all the murders occurred. After that ... I decided maybe I could better protect the innocent if I were a cop. For a while, the law gave me more

to hold on to than faith did.".Friday brought Scamp again, all of Scamp, all day, every way, wall-to-wall Scamp, so on Saturday he hadn't enough

energy to do more than shower..I'll put you in a twilight sleep, you babbling cretin.  Where'd you earn your medical degree, you nattering nitwit?

Botswana? The Kingdom of Tonga?.She fussed over him, took his temperature, and spooned two chips of ice into his parched mouth. Leaving, she

gave Celestina a meaningful look and tapped her wristwatch..Tom plucked the quarter off the glass, folded it into his right fist, and then at once

opened his hand, which was now empty..These Spartan arrangements were good enough for Vanadium. He had arrived from Oregon the previous

night with three suitcases full of his clothes and personal effects. He expected that his unique combination of detective work and psychological

warfare would enable him to entrap Cain in a month, before these accommodations began to feel too austere even for one to whom anything fancier

than a monk's cell could seem baroque..there in more genteel and gilded ages, and her flights of imagination sometimes acquired such vivid detail

that they were eerily like memories.."No, no. But being around him so much, inevitably I absorb some details. He's a compelling speaker when the

subject interests him.".To Edom, humanity was obviously not the greater of these two destructive forces. Men and women were part of nature, not

above it, and their evil was, therefore, just one more example of nature's malignant intent. They had stopped debating this issue years ago, however,

neither man conceding any credibility to the other's dogma..With no job to return to, he dawdled over lunch. He was actually tumescent with a

growing sense of freedom that was as thrilling as sex.."He's crafty, you say. Can you use him?".He continued until four aces of hearts and four aces

of diamonds were on the table in front of him. These eight draws he had prepared, and this effect was his intention..He paid cash to the locksmith,
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and included in the payment were the two dimes and the nickel Vanadium had left on his nightstand..He hadn't paid close attention to those patrons

seated at the bar behind him. Now, he turned in his chair to study them..A matronly nurse arrived, alerted to the patient's return to consciousness by

the telemetry device associated with the heart monitor..Second, Thomas Vanadium received no mention: Therefore, his body hadn't been found in

the lake. He still ought to be under suspicion in the Bressler case. And if new evidence cleared him of suspicion, then his disappearance should

have been mentioned, and he should have been listed as another possible victim of the Shamefaced Slayer, the Bandaged Butcher, as the tabloids

had dubbed Junior..Paul Damascus remained busy, filling prescriptions, until he was finally able to take a lunch break at two-thirty..As she

commented on each masterpiece, Frieda grew steadily less coherent. She had drunk a few cocktails, the better part of a bottle of Cabernet

Sauvignon, and two after-dinner brandies..It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light shine

in a dark room, or find a lost pin by thinking about it, or true up a warped joint by running his hands over the wood and talking to it, that he couldn't

see why they made a fuss over such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth when he was talking

to the work, and insisted that he do his carpentry with tools, in silence.."It's a boy," Joey assured her, as though he had been given a vision. Thick

blood sluiced across his lower lip, down his chin, bright arterial blood. "Baby, no," she pleaded..Nolly sighed. "Well, I guess if you were going to

just plug him, you could've done that already, soon as you got to town.".Hisscus, Nork, and Knacker exchanged sharp glances, nonplussed. Finally,

one of them said, "We couldn't do that, Mr. Cain. Not until you've consulted an attorney."
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