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THE BEAR GUARDING THE BEEHIVE
Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest]
and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but
absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of
the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents
and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting
that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and
treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of
the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..15. The Cat and the
Crow cl.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him,
but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do;
but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old
woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and
told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen
answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof
they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but
patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in
God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this
matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the
bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks
there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and
condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends.
So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was
complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him
and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man
who lost his wealth and his wit.".The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so
he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day.."There was once, of old time, a king and
he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and
converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and
saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.'
When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou
saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the
daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..On this wise he abode a space of days, after which
he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and
good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories
and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached
King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court
and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house,
where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence.
When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy
report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him
with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Temam
(Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in
his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_*
misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I
will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he
carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I
agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still
have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his
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leave.'.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i.
70.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with
Jacob's grief (18) is pined..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him,
"What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry
him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit
the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief
and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they
stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him,
and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now
restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By
Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry
him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of
meeting Him, that will my good deed be..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested
with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he
purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had
wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and
drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen
of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for
certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out
and kept his eye on the Jew..WOMEN'S CRAFT..? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and
welcome fair and fain!".Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of
Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came
up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low
moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with
this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..?STORY OF
THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored
to Him dcccci.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups
in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st
told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.Then he bade fetch the youth; so
they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may
devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead;
wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver
me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his
son?" And the youth said, "O king,.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at
the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and
sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him,
"Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect,
"Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for
sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154)
wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old
man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped
him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing
of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over
travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that
which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars.
Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all
those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of
Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith
of him one of his describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God
will still render to you..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of
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the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked
lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the
Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young
man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening
the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but
been about his occasions.'.The Ninth Night of the Month..Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..His love on
him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round
about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they
despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a
boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and
carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him
with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his
father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her
face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of
Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and
great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken
shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with
heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions],
seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow
come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But
those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till
after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi
[drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary
of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is
dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not
else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third
of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred
not]..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon
His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that
woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled
be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness
whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou
didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.?
? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.The Ninth Day.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And
steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..?Story of the Unlucky
Merchant..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock]
physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is
not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he
heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know
they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is
the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would
aggravate the patient's malady..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played
them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate
unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my
nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but
indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of
the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening
and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.So he sat down upon
the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him
length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world
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of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress
against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid
dlxviii.His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban
and mine enemies' malice defy,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of
Cashghar dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.So he repaired to the draper and
buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees'
apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her
and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to
her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray,
prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..The vizier's
story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Here they halted and took up
their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I
purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make
him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy
woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you.
And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one
carrying his son and that his brother..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy
wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him
a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at
rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman,
endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on
me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to
me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no
desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the
sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and
arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head
against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man
bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was
somewhat restored..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,'
and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas
the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the
owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs
of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and
versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history
of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier
have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).A certain wealthy merchant had a fair
daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in
his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself,
because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his
answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with
thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo
Police dcv.When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he
called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation."
"Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and
desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.Presently, up came the old woman,
whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the
houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in
which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its
owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the
turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the
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draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was
appeased. (60).Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His
brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154)
and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him,
but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi
died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same
place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good
fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..Then the Khalif took him into his
especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his
boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to
wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac
en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in
honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress,
whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy
feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and
drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the
which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters.
Then said he,.In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? How long
shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..O friends, the East wind waxeth,
the morning draweth near, iii. 123..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young
Bedouin cccxcv.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could
not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door.
However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an
illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul
was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his
face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..When
Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two
slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What
would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water,"
answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried
him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he
purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with
King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels,
besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth
to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".Now there was
with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until
they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there,
brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him
and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ?
? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..Then said the young
man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered.
Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty),
wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid
hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been
stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for
that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I
am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and
calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before
then.'.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ?
But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..95. Abou Suweid and the
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Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..32. The
Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the
rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets
and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls
and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital
and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!"
Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment
lighted and the girls singing..Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him,
but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought
for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man,
whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new
king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king
and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will
publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..The Nineteenth
Night of the Month..Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
dlxiii.The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the
land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and
with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What
[meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three
dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city,
the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance
are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a
slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and
fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to
him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of
thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished
unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear
thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go
in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand
and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the
night..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he
returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl
open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay
thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and
another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in
prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High,
the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing
him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his
luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the
pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the
Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story
xvii.Trust in God, Of, 114..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny
malign,.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the
Merchant's Wife dxci.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and
heat..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so
they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a
wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out
came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart
and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..There was once in
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a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time
went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit,
the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her
kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she
abode a while of time..When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them,
"I have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may
make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make
him taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the
keeper, pinioned him..? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath
consent..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in
to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he
purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity
was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he
knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to
Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with
Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..? ? ? ? ? Life with our
loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.And when she had made an end of her
song, she wept sore..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found
nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he
might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with
intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss
therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the
story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet
perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he
saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee
that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have
thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then they drew up the
contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he
prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he
saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description,
inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had
cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem.
(260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the
ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his
shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE
DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native
land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the
eyes, iii. 9..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath
returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones
and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was
affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan
and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee,
that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand
and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour
profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.51. The Thief and the Money-changer
dcv.46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.This story pleased King
Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair
daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he
[returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.Young
Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..Queen Kemeriyeh
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embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance,
for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with
swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid,
who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him
engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And
Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten
possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now
Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that
which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the
earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,
from his back..Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy
house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend
[such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me
more."'.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters,
Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they
abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her
coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis
came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the
day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would
reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and
stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify
himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and
knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to
slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part
[thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied,
"I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when
my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!
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