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"Pay our debt, collect our due/Each one proud/or what we do," Marie recited..insufficient to illuminate the boy or to draw the attention of any
motorist rocketing by at seventy or eighty.the exit..The boy is neither barefoot nor a clown, and so after a brief confusion, he realizes she's talking
about the.Egyptian desert, however, and he's not aboard a faster-than-light vessel beyond the Horsehead Nebula."They're not all like that, are
they?" Bobby asked, looking hopefully at Colman.."A lot of people could get hurt before they give up though," Lechat persisted..threat of those
same forces. She could think of no way to rescue Leilani, just as she had never been able.Chapter 16."No, we can't. I've got to think."."Micky.".At
last Kath looked around for a way of relieving the heaviness in the air. "How will you get them up to the ship?" she asked Colman..Fallows was
still brooding fifteen minutes later in the transit capsule as it sped him homeward around the Mayflower lips six-mile-diameter Ring. Merrick was
fight, he had decided. He had been a fool. He didn't owe it to the likes of Colman to put up with going through the mill like that or having his own
integrity questioned. He didn't owe it to any of them to help them unscramble their messed-up lives..rolling through her in nauseating
waves..Sinsemilla snored softly. Having crashed from her chemical high, she was planted deeper than sleep,.and well..Bernard's initial surprise at
her candor quickly gave way to a bitter expression as the words sank in to confirm the worst that he had been fearing. It was as if he had been
clinging obstinately to a shred of hope that he might have gotten it all wrong, and now the hope was gone he seemed to sag visibly. Jay stared at his
feet while Colman wrestled inwardly for something to say..He's in a large commercial kitchen with a white-ceramic-tile floor. Banks of large
ovens, cooktops,.hot as her anger had been in the past, but it had the potential to quicken. The long day of rejection left her.Just then, the door
opened noisily, and several loud voices drowned out the conversations in the coffee shop. Colman recognized three faces from B Company,
Padawski--a tall, wiry sergeant with harsh,. thin lips and hard, bleek eyes set in a long, swarthy face---and two corporals whose names didn't come
immediately to mind. They had been drinking, and Padawski could be mean at the best of times. Colman's earlier friendship with Anita had
developed at a time when she had taken to staying close to Colman and Hanlon because Padawski had been pestering her. Colman could look after
himself when the need arose, and Hanlon, besides being the sergeant in charge of Second Platoon, was a hand-to-hand combat instructor for the
whole of D Company, and good. The combination had.Hanlon made a throwing-away motion in the air. "Ah, this is all getting to be too serious for
a Saturday night. Why are we talking like this at all? Are we letting silly rumors get to us?" He looked at Sirocco. "Our glasses are nearly empty,
Your Honor. A round was part of the bet.".what Lani girl gonna taste like."."I don't know, Corporal. Recently, I guess.".He boosts himself against
the sill. Leaning out, he squints into the wind, toward the front of the motor.congressman's doom in the Neiman Marcus bag. The weight of her
husband's betrayals didn't pull the.Following a directive from Wellesley, Howard Kalens instructed Amery Farnhill to open an embassy in a small
building at Canaveral which the Chironians obligingly agreed to vacate, having been about to move into larger premises elsewhere anyway. The
intention was to provide a focal point that the Chironians would recognize and respond to for opening diplomatic channels. Unfortunately, the
natives paid no attention to it, and after two days of sitting at his desk with nothing to do, Avery Farnhill pleaded with Kalens for approval to send
out snatch squads from his contingent of SD guards to bring in likely candidates to talk to him. Kalens could only partly concur since he was under
strict instructions from Wellesley. "If you can persuade them, then do it," he replied over the communications link from the Mayflower IL "A
calculated degree of intimidation is acceptable, but on no account are they to use force. I don't like it either, Avery, but I'm afraid we'll have to live
with the plan for the time being."."I know all the bemuses. No need to list them.".no sign of the two silent men who wouldn't stoop to pick up five
dollars..believes in all of it, and more," Leilani reported..Appalled, Geneva looked as though she might bring to the table the brandy that Micky had
thus far.different reasons. Some serpents were more frightening than others: the specimens that didn't come in."It's how the Chironians have been
working all along," Lechat said. "They've been doing everything in their power to entice as many people as possible away from the opposition and
effectively over to their side. Haven't they done it with us? When they're down to the last handful who'll never be able to think the way the
Chironians think, they'll get rid of them, just as they did Padawski. That's how their society has always worked. When it comes down to the last few
who won't be sensible no matter what anybody does, they don't fool around. And they'll do the same thing with the ship if Sterm makes one
threatening move with those weapons up there. I'm convinced of it. The Chironians took out their insurance a long time ago. That would be typical
of how they think too.".She chuffs softly, as though she understands..red hair and one sandal, or perhaps the murderous retirees in the
Windchaser?could then have used a.much of the meager landscaping drooped wearily under the scorching sun and the rest appeared to be."Oh,
okay," lay said. "Their laws couldn't tell them anything about the cold universe before that instant. Flame physics only came into existence when
the flame did.".at the shuttle base. Orders have come down from the ship to move the Chironians ot4t and seal off the whole place. Major Thorp's
there with part of A company, and he's refusing to take SD orders. We've been ordered to send two platoons. Sirocco wants Hanlon to go with
them, and you to secure the block in case there's any shooting and it spreads here.".Pernak shrugged. "Just let the system die naturally.".look back,
even the pale moonlamp is bright enough to reveal the route he followed..Downstairs, Maddock drifted through the house and positioned himself
outside at the front to watch for the flyer that would be bringing Celia from the shuttle base; the others made their separate ways out through the
rear and rejoined Colman inside the personnel carrier minutes later. They settled themselves down to wait, and Fuller and Canon lit cigarettes. "Still
think it'll go okay, Sarge?" Stanislau asked. "I could do a quick hair-job in there." He had brought the things with him, just in case..confusion of
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reality and cinema would come in handy. Recalling her previous triumph over the egg-laying.start, and Micky had never in her memory been less
focused on her own interests or needs?or."Do you want to take over the ship?".Colman tried to ignore them as he re-formed the squad while
Sirocco consulted his papers to identify the next house on the list. The Chironians understood that taking it out on the soldiers wouldn't help their
cause. A soldier who might have been an ally became an enemy when he saw his friends being carried bruised and bleeding away from a mob.
Everything the Chironians did was designed to subtract from their enemies instead of add to them, and to whittle their opposition down to the hard
core that lay at the center, which was all they had any quarrel with. He could see it; Sirocco could see it, and the men could see it. Why couldn't
more of the Terrans see it too?.and then even more solid, a whoosh and a thump combined, as a blade might sound if it could slice off.Old Yeller
looks up from the shoe, juice dripping off her chin.."The Chironians didn't kill Howard," Celia said. "I did." A silence descended like steel doors
slamming down around the room. Those two simple words had extinguished, all thoughts of the Kuan-yin, weapons, and antimatter instantly.
Every head turned disbelievingly to Celia as she sat staring ahead. Lechat rose from his chair and walked slowly across to stand beside the table;
after some hesitation the others followed one by one. Celia started talking just as Lechat was about to ~ay something, her voice toneless and
distant, and her eyes unmoving as if she were speaking to the cup in her hands. "I couldn't have spent my life with a man who had closed his mind
to reality. You can't know what it was like. He had manufactured his own fantasy, and I was supposed to share it and help him sustain it. It was
impossible." She paused to gulp some of the coffee. "So, the thing with Sterm.was, by the current definition, a good citizen..from behind the
windshield of the Windchaser. She's half out of her seat, pulling herself up with the.When not cataleptic, she could dress and feed herself, though
she appeared mildly bemused, as if not.When the trucker points toward the restrooms, the cowboys look up and see Curtis a little past the.She
remembered an old short story that she'd read, "The Lady or the Tiger," in which a man was forced."I told you, it's an instinct. You can't fight it. It's
like being thirsty."."It could open up possibilities that'll blow your mind," Pernak resumed. "Suppose, for instance, that we could get to understand
those laws and. create our own concentrations on a miniature scale to inject energy from .... let's. call it a hyperrealm, into our own universe--in
other words make 'small bangs'--mini white holes. Think what an energy source that would be. it'd made fusion look like a firecracker." Pernak
waved his hands about. "And how about this, Jay. It could turn out that what we're living in lies on a gradient between some kind of hypersource
that feeds mass-energy into our universe, and some kind of hypersink that takes it out again--such as black holes, maybe. If so, then the universe
might not be a closed thermodynamic system at all, in which case the doom prophecies that say it all has to freeze over some day might be garbage
because the Second Law only applies to closed systems. In other words we might find we're flame people living in a match factory.".Instead, she
was reduced to the directness that she had been striving to avoid. "Does he?" she asked."They'd tell you modesty was a better virtue too," Colman
said..In a secluded wing high up in one of the towers of the Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from
London in his youth and had been recruited for the Mission as a result of a computer error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a
meal trolley stacked with used dishes toward the small catering facility that supplied food and refreshments for the conferences, meetings, and
other functions held in that part of the complex. He didn't know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about them, for
that matter, either. It was all the same to him. First Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley
was out and Sterm was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-."Very good,"
her mother said.."If you wish. Sir when you talk to me." The Chironian started to continue on his way, but one of the troopers sidestepped to block
him.."What little orange lady would that be?" Noah asked..hunkers in front of the mutt, pets him, scratches behind his ears, and says, "You wait
right here. I'll be.Outside: a shriek.."I don't give a shit," Padawski shouted as the trio spilled across the floor toward the counter. "I don't give a
goddamn shit, I tell ya. If that asshole wants to--" His voice broke off suddenly. "Say, who've we got over here? It's Goldilocks from D
Company--they're the shitheads who're so smart they can screw up a whole exercise on the first day." Colman felt the floor vibrate as heavy
footfalls approached the booth. He quietly uncrossed his feet beneath the table and shifted his weight to be poised for instant movement. His fingers
curled more snugly around the half-full cup of hot coffee. He looked up to find Padawski leering down from about three feet away.."Worth
considering for what? You're not saying he'd make an engineering officer, surely.".But his reputation had put him in a no-win situation at the
Friday night poker school because when he won, everybody said he was sharping, and when he didn't, everybody said he was lousy. So he had
stopped playing poker, but not before his name had been linked catalytically with enough arguments and brawls to get him transferred to D
Company. As he stared fixedly at the wall across the corridor, the thought occurred to him that in a place with so many kids around, there ought to
be a big demand for a conjuror. The more he thought about it, the more appealing the idea became. But to do something about it, he would first
have to figure out-some way of working an escape trick---out of the Army. Swyley should have some useful suggestions about that, he
thought.."Jay!" Jean exclaimed. "Did you find anywhere nice? -What are those things?".Chapter 12.Communications between Earth and the
Kuan-yin had been continuous since the robot's departure in 2020, although not conducted in real-time because of the widening distance and
progressively increasing propagation delay. The first message to the Chironians arrived when the oldest were in their ninth year, which was when
the response had arrived from Earth to the Kuan-yin's original signal. Contact had continued ever since with the same built-in nine-year turn-round
factor. The Mayflower II, however, was now only ten light-days from Chiron and closing; hence it was acquiring information regarding conditions
on the planet that wouldn't reach Earth for years..Inside, the furniture seemed to be on the brink of spontaneous combustion. The sliding windows
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were.voice was even more consoling than her embrace: "Little mouse, you were so quick, so bright, so sweet,.Simpson, Westley, Johnson-all of
them. They were all back. "We heard you could use some help, chief," Driscoll announced. "Couldn't leave it all to the amateurs?' Ribald
comments and hoots of derision greeted the remark..one he'd made for Lukipela, and put her to sleep in it immediately, instead of waiting any
longer for the.For a while after the girl had gone into the neighboring house trailer, Micky sat forward in the lounge."I've seen what they're doing in
some of the labs, and believe me, Bern, it's enough to blow your mind," Pernak said. "Those guys are not stupid, and they're certainly not the kind
who will just lie there and let anyone who wants to, walk all over them. They've got the know-how to match anything the Mayflower II can hit 'em
with, and maybe a lot more. They've known for well over twenty years what to expect. Well figure the rest out yourself.".Colman sat up and rubbed
his eyes. "Why didn't he put a call through?".gasps for breath, and the cool air is rough in his raw throat. His heart like a horse's hooves kicks,
kicks.She hated searching for her mother like this. She never knew in what condition Sinsemilla would be.About all he was good with outside
things like that was cards. He couldn't remember exactly when his fascination with them had started, but it had been soon after Swyley, then a
fellow private, had taught him to shuffle four aces to the top of a deck and feed them into a deal from the pall. Finding to his surprise that he
seemed to have an aptitude, Driscoll had borrowed a leaf from Colman's book and started reading up about the subject. For many long off duty
hours he had practiced top-pass palms and one-handed side-cuts until he could materialize three full fans from an."Acknowledged," the computer
replied..deteriorating condition causes the boy concern. The trucker seems on the brink of a medical emergency..out of suitcases for the short time
they were here. In fact, suitcases were open on a bench at the foot of.Even as he thought that, Eve's words about brainwashing came back to him.
Yes, he was willing to concede that he had been through the same processes as everyone else, and that could be why he was unable in his mind to
dissociate wealth and status from material possessions. But even if a sufficiently advanced society could supply possessions in an abundance great
enough to make their restriction purposeless, that still couldn't equate to unlimited wealth, surely. The very notion was a contradiction in terms, for
wealth by definition meant something that was highly valued and in limited supply. In other words, if on Chiron possessions did not equate to
wealth and thereby satisfy the universal human hunger to be judged a success, then what did?.searching for them in certain mountains in Montana
and other places they like to hang out. So we're.where both the brave and the foolish have gone before them, in ages past: boy and dog, dog and
boy,."Oh, I dunno---some of the things you said, maybe."."Why don't you piss off," he growled at last..A currency was introduced and declared the
only recognized form of tender. All goods brought into Phoenix were subjected to a customs tariff equal to the difference between their purchase
cost and the prevailing price of Terran equivalents plus an import surcharge, which meant that what anybody saved in Franklin they paid to the
government on the way home. Terran manufacturers thus lost the advantage of free Chironian materials but gained a captive market, which they
needed desperately since their wares hadn't been selling well; and the market could be expected to grow substantially when the whole of Franklin
came to be annexed, which required no great perspicacity to see had to be not very much further down Kalens's list of things to bring about. The
Terran contractors and professionals were less fortunate and raised a howl of protest as Chironians continued cheerfully to fix showers, teach
classes, and polish teeth for nothing, and an additional bill had to be rushed through making it illegal for anyone to give his services away. In
response to this absurdity the skeptical Terran public became cynical and proceeded to deluge the courts, already brought to their knees by
Chironians queuing up in grinning lines of hundreds to be arrested, with a flood of lawsuits against anyone who gave anyone a helping hand with
anything, and a group of lawyers' wives staged their own protest by drawing up a list of fees for conjugal favors..In spite of his exertions and
regardless of the warm night, the dog isn't panting. He lies motionless against.with a camera, and she has this artistic compulsion to take pictures of
road kill when we're traveling. At.Lesley turned to Jarvis. "Power the tubes back up and get sop~e more guys down there fast. Put them in suits in
case the-cupola gets depressurized, and pull Brad's people back into the ramp.".companies, however, decline to pay for expensive plastic-surgery
when the patient also suffers serious."How is Kalens's wife?" Sirocco asked Hanlon..ON THIS, THE eve of the last Christmas that we shall be
celebrating together before our journey ends, I have chosen as the subject of my seasonal message to you the passage which begins, 'Suffer little
children to come unto me' The voice of the Mission's presiding bishop floated serenely down from the loudspeakers around the Texas Bowl to the
congregation of ten thousand listening solemnly from the terraces. The green' rectangle of the arena below was filled by contingents from the crew
and the military units standing resplendent and unmoving in full dress uniform at one end; schoolchildren in neat, orderly blocks of freshly
laundered and pressed jackets of brown and blue in the center; and, facing them from the far end on the other side of the raised platform from
Which the bishop was speaking, the ascending tiers of benches that held the VIPs in their dark suits, pastel coats, and bemedaled tunics. The voice
continued. 'The words are appropriate, for we are indeed about to meet ones whom we must recognize and accept as children in spirit, if not in all
cases in body and mind ..".This humble scene at Geneva's kitchen table was a fresh breeze of reality, clearing away the lingering.your bags, walk
out, find a good apartment, get a high-paying job in software design, and be tooling."That has to give us the rest of the ship and the surface,"
Swyley said. "If the Army gets its act together and grabs Sterm before he gets a chance to head this way, then we might not have to go in there at
all.".Chapter 10.CLUMP, CLUMP, CLUMP, clump, clump, clump, clump, clump.."What other way is there?" Lechat Eked..believe you or not,
they sure won't swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial healers.".CELIA KALENS STRAIGHTENED the kimono-styled black-silk
top over her gold lam? evening dress, then sat back while a white-jacketed steward cleared the dinner dishes from the table. It's all unreal, she told
herself again as she looked around her at the interior of Matthew Sterm's lavish residential suite. Its preponderance of brown leather, polished wood
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with dull metal, shag rugs, and restrained colors combined with the shelves of bound volumes visible in the study to project an atmosphere of
distinguished masculine opulence. She had contacted him to say that she needed to talk with him privately-no more--and within minutes he had
suggested dinner for two in his suite as, "unquestionably private, and decidedly more agreeable than the alternatives that come to mind." The quiet
but compelling forcefulness of his manner had made it impossible somehow for her to do anything but agree. She told Howard that she was
returning to the ship for a night out with Veronica, who was celebrating her divorce-which at last was true. Though Veronica was celebrating it in
Franklin with Casey and his twin brother, she had agreed to confirm Celia's alibi if anybody should ask. So here Celia was, and even more to her
own surprise, dressed for the occasion..The others watched as he pulled the unit out, accepting the call with a flip of his thumb, Judge Fulmire
peered from the miniature screen. "Are you alone, Paul?" Fulmire asked without preamble. His voice was clipped and terse..As now, however, she
sometimes showered without removing the brace. Afterward, she'd have to towel.then she poured..night on the same street..whose face gives out at
every pore the homicidal toxins in which his brain now marinates. Pressing sweet.younger and more foolish, he might have kissed it. Instead, they
shook. Her grip was firm..the baseboard under the window, it reeled itself into a coiled pile once more and raised its head to assess.As she
descended the back steps from Geneva's kitchen, Leilani regretted leaving Micky and Mrs. D so.Bernard Fallows had been surprised enough when
Chang had called to confirm that his friend Adam's mother, Kath, had agreed to arrange a visit. He had been even more surprised when Kath turned
out to be not a junior technician or mundane worker around the place, but responsible for the operation of a large portion of the main fusion
process, though exactly how she fitted in and who gave her directions were obscure. And even more surprising still had been her readiness to
receive him and Jay personally and devote an hour of her time to them. The comparable prospect of Leighton Merrick showing Chang and friends
round the main-drive section of the Mayflower H was unthinkable. A party of Chironians was due to go up to the ship for a guided tour of some
sections, it was true, but that was following an official invitation extended to professionals; it didn't include fathers and sons who wanted to do
some personal Sightseeing. Perhaps his position as an engineering officer specializing in fusion techniques had had something to do with his
special treatment, Bernard conjectured..click-and-squeak of her leg brace faded until it could have been mistaken for the language of
industrious."Do you? Or is it that you are unable, yet, to accept it?" Celia forced as much coldness into her voice as she could muster. "I don't like
being told that I'm interested in protecting my own skin.".an ugly knot that is no doubt the same expression she has seen on the faces of the many
victims to whom."I've got trouble with the satisfied part," Leilani said..motor home. Curtis's concern becomes her concern, too, and she watches
him, ears pricked, body.then the next thing I knew, I was waking up in the hospital, disoriented, more than four days later.".severed heads in the
refrigerator or preserve their victims' eyes in jars of formaldehyde. Others make.But Kath talked on freely and naturally, and slowly their
inhibitions began to melt. She began by asking how they liked Franklin, and in ten minutes had captivated them all. Soon they were chattering like
school kids on a summer vacation--including the relief party from the transporter, who had appeared in the meantime. The detail due for a break
seemed to have forgotten about it. Something very strange was going on, Colman told himself again..and insanity. Regardless of who her father
might have been, Klonk or not Klonk, she was undeniably her.Running with this strange blind exuberance, he loses all sense of distance and time,
so he doesn't know.to the open bedroom door with a measure of dignity.."... have strayed from the path in many ways, and we must be mindful of
our Christian, as well as our patriotic, duty to lead this errant flock back into the haven of the fold. Sometimes this is not an easy task, and requires
firmness and dedication as well as compassion and understanding .... "."I was only trying to?"."Me?" Jay exclaimed. 'I'll come long, sure, but I
thought it was you who couldn't resist it."."Everyone knows they won't. The whole thing is obviously a device to remove them under a semblance
of legality. It's a thinly disguised deportation order.".The owner bustled forward, twisting a cloth nervously in his hands. "Look, I don't want any
trouble. I just wanna sell food to the people, okay? They don't want no trouble either. Now why don't--".laugh that might make this earnest little
nurse want to jump off a bridge, so he held it back and simply.a gunshot victim. This is a hideous squeal of agony. He has heard cries like this
before, too often. It's.dissolved into weeping?not the genteel tears of a melancholy maiden, but wretched racking sobs.."Being naive is no damn
excuse." Geneva trembled. She lowered her hands from her face, wringing them.He stares at his reflection in one of the mirrored doors and isn't
proud of what he sees. Pale face. Eyes."I know ladybugs," Noah said. "They all love the night.".No rational person would suppose that a
ten-year-old boy would roam the interstate, waiting for a.The young intruder looks away from the pop star, confused by his feelings, surprised that
he possesses.Leilani squinted with righteous indignation. "So you refused to give it to him."
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